Beckenham Primary School

expected’.

Our Vision

NAPLAN data is being used annually to identify
focus areas in literacy and numeracy. Specific
emphasis on these areas are then incorporated
into the whole school plans.

Beckenham Primary School is a dynamic and
culturally diverse learning community with
passionate,
innovative
educators.
They
collaboratively reflect on their practice and
embrace quality teaching, which inspires all
students to succeed

School Profile
At the end of 2017 there were 442 students
enrolled at the school from Kindergarten to Year
6. The school has an Index of Community SocioEducational Advantage (ICSEA) value of 949.0.
Our student body is drawn from a diverse range
of cultural backgrounds with over 40 different
cultural groups represented. There are more than
170 students who have at least one parent with a
LOTE background and around 40 of our students
are Aboriginal. Many of our students are
bilingual.
Our focus is on improving the standards of
Literacy and Numeracy achieved by our students.
The school celebrated its Centenary in 2012
having opened in 1912. It enjoys a positive
reputation amongst the local community with
several parents and grandparents having
attended the school themselves.

School Business Plan
The school is guided by 2017—2019 Business
Plan endorsed by the School Board. This annual
report contains information on the progress made
towards the targets stated in the plan.
The five focus areas outlined in the plan are
below.
Focus Area 1: Teaching and Learning
Beckenham Primary School aims to continually
develop whole school; evidence based teaching
practices that support the achievement of the best
possible educational outcomes for our students.
Achievements 2017
As a result of the implementation of the Spelling
Mastery Program at the beginning of 2016 there
has been significant improvement seen with 2017
NAPLAN results for Years 3 and 5 being ’above

The ‘Cracking the Code’ pre-literacy program
commenced in Kindergarten. The post program
results from the phonological awareness
screening tool shows significant improvement
amongst the cohort.

Focus Area 2: Learning Environment
Beckenham Primary School endeavours to foster
a safe and caring learning environment that
supports all students.
Achievements 2017
The ‘6 Kinds of Best’ values program was
introduced in the school and included staff
professional learning from the program’s creator
David Koutsoukis,
Sustainability continued to be a focus in the
school with all classes taking on a variety of
responsibilities including recycling of materials
and caring for various areas in the school
including the kitchen garden and native garden.
A case management approach was trialled to
support underperforming students in literacy and
numeracy. Meetings with teachers indicated that
the majority of students either achieved or made
some progress toward s targets set.
Focus Area 3: Resources
Beckenham Primary School will ensure resources
are allocated in an ethical and fair manner
supporting school operations which lead to
positive student outcomes.
A school based teacher pool was established.
There were over 200 applicants with around 75
placed into the pool. Several appointments were
made for positions in 2018.
The Finance Committee managed the school
budget with leadership from the Manager of
Corporate services. The Principal shared all
required financial reports with the school board.
Maintenance of school buildings was ongoing
with the budget being fully expended. An upgrade
was made to the early childhood area playground.
Planning was undertaken for a new playground
behind the school library.

Focus Area 4: Relationships
Beckenham Primary School will continue to
develop and implement effective practices which
support the development of positive relationships
with all stakeholders.
The school continued its partnership with Curtin
University,
Several
pre-service
teachers
undertook practicums in the school and Curtin
volunteers supported the School Breakfast
program and a reading support program.
The school received strong support from the
Parents and Citizens Association. Several
fundraising activities were held including the very
popular Obstacle-A-Thon at the beginning of the
year. The P&C undertook to fund the new
playground to be built behind the library. The
uniform shop and school banking continued to be
run under the guidance of P&C volunteers.
The School Passport program continued with
many parent volunteers assisting in classrooms.
The Science and Art show was very successful
attracting a large crowd of parents and relatives.

Focus Area 5: Leadership
Beckenham Primary School will provide
opportunities for staff, students and community
members to be involved in various aspects of
school leadership and governance
The Board Chair, Principal
and Teacher
representative undertook the ‘On Board for
Education School Board training’. Information
from this training has been beneficial to
strengthening the operations of the board.
The development of curriculum plans for each
learning area was lead by curriculum leaders.
This work was completed in teams with the
involvement of
teachers and education
assistants.
NAPLAN Data
NAPLAN data is used to gauge progress and
achievement of our students. It also assists us to
identify focus areas in literacy and numeracy
which require addressing through targeted whole
school approaches.

Year 3 (2015) to Year 5 (2017) Progress
The graph below shows that in all tested areas
except grammar and punctuation, results placed
our students in the higher progress—higher
achievement quadrant. This means that the
cohort of tested students has progressed
relatively well over the two test periods.

NAPLAN Trend Analysis

Data Analysis
The above graphs show the performance of the cohorts over the past five years. Comparison can be
made between the cohorts each two years. e.g. Year 3s in 2015 with Year 5s in 2017.


The year 3 cohort has shown a general improvement trend since 2015 although improvement in
numeracy has slowed.



The year 5 cohort performance has not improved greatly over the past three years except for
reading between 2016 and 2017.



With both cohorts the strongest area of growth has been in spelling and this is attributed to the
introduction of the Spelling Mastery program at the beginning of 2016.

NAPLAN Comparative Performance

Data Analysis
Year 3
In 2017 the Year 3 students performed at the expected level showing improved results from the previous
cohort in 2016. Spelling was significantly stronger being nearly two standard deviations above the predicted school mean. Numeracy improvement between the 2016 and 2017 cohorts was slight.
Year 5
In 2017 the Year 5 students performed at an expected level in all areas except for spelling which was
above expected. Reading also showed a strong improvement from the previous cohort. The area with the
least amount of improvement was numeracy.
Recommendations


Continue to implement the Spelling Mastery program.



Continue to develop staff capacity with regard to the teaching of Numeracy.



Analysis of NAPLAN data to highlight points of weakness to be incorporated into school operational
plans as focus areas.

2017 Attendance
Our attendance rate for Non-Aboriginal students is slightly above like schools although it is slightly below
the average for all WA public schools.
Our Aboriginal student attendance rate is slightly below like schools and slightly higher than all WA public schools.
Non –Aboriginal
School

Like Schools

WA Public Schools

2015

93.6%

92.6%

93.8%

2016
2017

93.1%
93.6%
Aboriginal

92.5%
92.6%

93.7%
93.8%

School

Like Schools

WA Public Schools

2015

85.4%

85.1%

81.2%

2016

82.2%

82.4%

80.7%

2017

84.7%

86.2%

81.2%

School

Like Schools

WA Public Schools

2015

92.6%

91.9%

92.7%

2016

91.9%

91.4%

92.6%

2017

92.7%

91.8%

92.7%

Totals

Overall attendance is slightly above like schools and is the same as all WA public schools.

National Quality Standard (NQS)

Professional Learning

The school had its first National Quality Standard
verification visit in Term 4. The NQS is a set of
standards set for early childhood education .

As well as participating in the MadCAn conference,
several in house professional learning sessions
were held across the year. These included;

The visit confirmed that the school was meeting the
standard in three areas and working towards the
required standard in four areas.



The Literacy Block—presented by Carmel
Small



The ‘ 6 Kinds of Best Values Program’ presented by David Koutsoukis



Emergency Response training. This was conducted by Dynamiq and involved all staff
learning about the new processes in place at
the school. Training will continue on an annual basis. Dynamiq oversees evacuation drills
and practice and provides feed back to the
school.



Progressive Achievement Tests (PAT).
Teachers received instruction on the use of
software to assist in reading assessment.
This included learning how the software can
support classroom practice.

An improvement action plan was developed by the
K-2 teachers with implementation commencing in
Term 1 of 2018.

Whole School Planning
The focus in 2017 was the development of whole
school plans in each of the learning areas. By the
end of the year plans were completed for;


Literacy



Numeracy



Art



Science



History and Social Science (HASS)



Digital Technologies



Drama

In 2018 the Kitchen Garden (Technologies) and
Health plans will be completed.
Planning has involved the formation of Curriculum
Teams for each area.

MadCan Conference
As a member of the Maddington / Cannington
(MadCan) network of schools, all staff participated
in a professional learning conference held at Curtin
University on the first day of Term 3. A variety of
topics designed to support teachers and education
assistants were offered including;


Use of Technology Toolkits in classrooms
(presented by BPS teachers Steve Davis &
Richard Sheppard)



Aboriginal Culture in the classroom



Internet based learning



Effective writing instruction

2017 Student Behaviour
Year

N1

N2

N3

N4

N5

N6

N7

N8

PP

3

-

3

1

-

14

-

-

1

-

-

-

-

-

10

-

-

1

2

1

2

27

8

-

181

-

-

5

3

-

1

21

16

3

94

-

-

1

4

1

4

49

29

2

175

2

1

4

5

-

1

10

1

3

36

-

-

-

6

1

7

12

6

7

226

-

-

8

Totals

6

15

122

61

15

736

2

1

19

There were 977 recorded behaviour incidents in 2017
this was an increase from 728 incidents in 2016. Almost
50% of these incidents were attributed to just 11 students.
The majority of the incidents were for violations of the
school code of conduct—which are predominantly behaviours such as not completing work, being disruptive in
class, inappropriate play etc. These mid-level behaviours, although unwanted, are fairly typical in our school
context.
Fourteen students received a total of 38 suspensions in
2017 which is 10% more than 2016 (33). From this group
of 14 students, 4 of them accounted for 24 suspensions.

N9

Code

Description

N1

Physical Assault or intimidation of staff

N2

Verbal abuse or harassment of staff

N3

Physical assault or intimidation of other students

N4

Verbal abuse or harassment of students

N5

Wilful offence against property

N6

Violation of School Code of Conduct,
behaviour management plan, classroom or school rules

N7

Substance Misuse

N8

Illegal substance offence

N9

Negative behaviour—other

Finance 2017

2017 Highlights
Synergy Solar Car Challenge

Pirate Day

Mrs Hunt, our Science teacher took a group of
students to Mazenod College to participate in the
Synergy Solar Car Challenge. The students built
and tested their vehicle at school before the
event.

The Student Representative Council organised
the schools first Pirate Day. Students and staff
dressed as pirates, raising funds for research into
childhood cancer.

Art , Science & Dance Show

Beckenham Best Program Launched
The ‘Beckenham Best’ program was introduced
based on the ‘Kinds of Best’ values program.

At the end of Term 1, the Art, Science and Dance
show was held. Student art work complemented
the themes which they had been studying in
Science. Each Year level from Pre– primary to
year 6 performed a dance item. Local craft and
products were also on sale from stalls set up on
the verandahs.

As part of this, a new mural featuring a black
cockatoo was painted by students and artists on
the side of the undercover area.

Harmony Day Shared Lunch
The whole school had a shared lunch as part of
the Harmony Week celebrations. It was very well
supported with a large variety of food brought in
by students and parents.

Parent Helper Morning Tea

Water Wise Award

The parent helper morning tea was held late
in Term 4. The school enjoys strong support
from parents and community members. It is
our opportunity to offer thanks for their time
and efforts.

The school was awarded a certificate in recognition
of it’s achievements as a Waterwise school.
During the 10 year’s the school has been involved
in the program we have developed several waterwise gardens, installed rain water tanks to capture
water that is used in the senior girls and boys toilets
and created a rain water harvesting system in the
vegetable patch.
Mrs Hunt has also co-ordinated water activities
across the school through Science lessons.

Excursions
Students from across the school enjoyed in
participating in a number of excursions
throughout the year. These included trips to
the zoo, a tour of street art in Perth and the
Apple store to learn about coding.

Year 6 Events
The Graduating class of 2017 participated in a camp
at Point Walter Recreation Centre, They participated
in several team building type activities. At the end of
the year a dinner dance was held as well as the
Graduation assembly.

