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Newsletter

Week 5 Term 1 2019

Dear Parents/Carers
We have almost reached the half way point in the term. It’s been a busy but smooth start to the year, with
students settling in to the routine of school quickly. I would like to congratulate Shivaya Saggar from
Helping Hands on receiving a recent award. Shivaya was awarded the 2018 Excellence Award by the
Helping Hands organisation. She received $500 in prize money and the organisation donated $1,000 to the
Starlight Children’s Foundation. Well done, Shivaya. We are so fortunate to have someone with Shivaya’s
passion managing the out of school care facility on our school site.
NAPLAN 2019
We are starting to make preparations for this year’s National Assessment Program – Literacy and
Numeracy (NAPLAN). In 2019, students will sit the NAPLAN online with the exception of the Year 3 Writing.
Year 3 students will continue to complete the test using pencil and paper. The testing period will go over a
two week period instead of one. The testing will commence on Tuesday May 14 th and continue until Friday
May 24th (Week 3 & 4). The tests provide the school with important information about how the programs we
use are working and also information about how the student is performing compared to other students of a
similar year level across Australia. It is important that if your child is in Year 3 or 5 that they attend school
during this period. If for some reason they are unwell, there will be opportunity to catch up on missed tests.
Please consider this testing schedule if you are planning an in-school holiday during Term 2. Additional
information will be sent home soon to parents of Year 3 and 5 students. Information can also be found at
https://nap.edu.au/
P&C AGM
There will be a P&C meeting and Annual General Meeting in the School Kitchen next Friday morning at
9:45am. If you are interested in being a member of the P&C this year you are invited to attend. Meetings
are currently held regularly throughout the term, during the school day. I wish to thank all of the members of
the past P&C group for their fundraising efforts.
PARENT NOMINATIONS- SCHOOL BOARD
A parent position has become available on the School Board. The Board membership is such that there
should be more parent and community representatives than staff members. In order for the balance of
membership to be maintained we are seeking nominations from interested parents who would like to join us
on the Board. The members currently meet twice each term from 3:30 until 5:00pm. Some of the tasks
associated with being on the board include: establishing and reviewing from time to time, the school’s
objectives, priorities and general policy directions, planning of financial arrangements necessary to fund
those objectives, priorities and directions; evaluating the school’s performance in achieving objectives and
priorities; an formulating codes of conduct for students at the school. If you are interested in being a
member of the board or what to know more about what is required you can contact me by email
joanne.harper@education.wa.edu.au or by phone – 94584666
LET’S TAKE A STAND TOGETHER
On Wednesday afternoon I attended a professional learning session about the Minister for Education and
Training, Sue Ellery’s 10 point Action Plan developed to support the community in regard to ensuring
schools are safe places for learning.
Every parent rightly expects that when their child is at school they will be safe, nurtured and supported to
learn. Similarly, teachers and school staff should feel safe in their workplace. Since the commencement of
the school term, the in-class behaviour processes have been clearly articulated to students. We expect
classrooms to be safe, nurturing places. Once students start to disrupt the learning of others they are
moved to another classroom for a period of time (20 minutes) to reflect on their behaviour. They then return
to class to continue learning. If a student continues to disrupt the learning of others they are given further

time in the office to reflect on the behaviours and asked to consider how their behaviour/s have impacted on others eg other
students, teachers, parents. After 30 minutes in the office, the student is returned to the classroom. Any further incidents
that day result in the student being withdrawn to the office for the remainder of the day. If, during the withdrawl period a
student disrupts the smooth running of the office, the parent will be contacted and the student suspended for the remainder
of the day. All students are given a fresh start the following day.

As a consequence of the Actions outlined in the Let’s take a stand together document, the school will be working
towards developing a ‘Good Standing Policy.’ Parents will be consulted as part of its development. A full copy of the
document can be found outside the school office if you are interested in reading it.

Attendance Matters – Every Day at School Counts
The school uses SMS messages to communicate with parents about their child’s absences. You will automatically
receive an SMS advising you of any absence and you will be prompted to provide a reason to the school about why
your child is away. To assist us in maintaining accurate records, please respond as requested in the message.
When a student’s absences are identified as a concern, the schools will work collaboratively with students and
parents to develop and implement strategies for improved attendance.
This will usually include the principal, deputy principal, teacher or other relevant staff
meeting with the student and parents to:




Investigate the reasons for the absences
Identify issues concerning the absences
Develop strategies to improve attendance.

Several meetings or phone calls may be required in order to review and amend strategies to restore attendance.
A principal may seek to draw on the advice and expertise of external services, agencies or community members to
assist in developing strategies, or to facilitate additional support for the student or their parents. In some cases, the
principal may offer parents an Attendance Advisory Panel or a Responsible Parenting Agreement.
Kind regards
Joanne Harper
Principal

DATES TO REMEMBER
Week 6

th

Tuesday 12 - Hot Lunch Delivered
Wednesday 13th - Subway Lunch Order Due
Friday 15th - Room 13 Assembly Item
Friday 15th - Uniform Shop 8.30-9.15am

Week 7

th

KIND TO THE ENVIRONMENT

Tuesday 19 – Hot Lunch Delivered
Wednesday 20th – Subway Lunch Order Due
Wednesday 20th – Life Education Van Incursion

BUS BAY PARKING
Parents, please do not park your car in the bus bay out the front of the school. The
two bays have been allocated to the day care on site and other day cares that come
from the area to pick up students. These bays are not ‘kiss n ride’ bays either.

STATEMENTS
Statements have been posted this week. Spelling and Handwriting Books must be paid for
by Friday 15th March, books will be distributed next week. If you have paid in the last
couple of days please ignore the statement. We are missing two payments that have been
processed by eftpos but no envelope was attached. The day was Friday February 1 st for
$75.50 which is possibly a year 1 student as this adds up to Voluntary Contributions and
both year 1 books. The 2nd transaction was $108.00 on Wednesday 30 th January with a
debit card. This parent paid for Swimming, Handwriting Book & Voluntary Contributions. If
you believe this was you, could you please confirm with the office showing this transaction
on your bank account.

NEWS FROM THE ART ROOM – Rooms 15 and 16 in Subiaco
I'm just about to start a project with the Year 4s on Okuda San Miguel (check out @okudart
on Instagram and Facebook). He is a renowned Spanish urban artist whose amazing work
can be seen all over the world. In 2017 he came to Perth when FORM and the Subiaco
council partnered to present a week long painting event. So, what better way to get the kids
excited about the project than popping them on the train and heading in to Subiaco.
While there we also checked out all the other beautiful artwork in Subiaco. The children
were interested to see a Melski mural. Melski painted the large cockatoo mural on our
undercover area at Beckenham.

THE COMMUNITY KIND

Congratulations to our Year 4 students who were enthusiastic, well behaved and respectful.
A huge thank you to the wonderful mums, dad and grandma who volunteered today. Your
help was much appreciated!

THE ACHIEVING KIND

State Theatre Excursion
YEAR 5 & 6 DRAMA EXCURSION
Yesterday, over 120 excited Year 5 & 6 students boarded the train to attend the Barking
Gecko Theatre’s A Ghost in my Suitcase. This theatre performance was held at the
prestigious WA State Theatre in the Heath Ledger Theatre.
The students were wowed by an amazing performance by talented Chinese-Australian
actors, spectacular lighting, heart thumping audio and mind boggling special effects.
The story is based on a children’s novel of the same name and focuses on an AustralianChinese girl, Celeste, who travels back to Shanghai to visit her grandmother. It is there that
she discovers that she belongs to a family with a long history of female ghost hunters – and
that she is also one herself!
As well as the fabulous narrative that twisted and turned throughout the story, it was also a
message about celebrating those who struggle with reconciling the identity of who they are
and where they belong.
All the students were thrilled at the opportunity to go and that the performance exceeded
their expectations. Many were excited to be able to see a live performance played out on a
professional stage and were inspired by the actors.

THE LEARNING KIND

If you would like to see a few highlights of the performance, go to YouTube and search ‘ A
Ghost in my Suitcase’.

SCHOOL BANKING
School Banking Information Session
Beckenham Primary School is excited to offer the Commonwealth Bank School Banking program to all
students.
School Banking day is Wednesday, 8.30am to 9.15am. Each week you can visit us in the P&C room to do your
banking or drop your completed deposit book into the RED box before Wednesday morning so we can process
the deposit and return your bank book to you through your teacher.

P&C NEWS

Informal School Banking Information Session:
Erica from the Commonwealth Bank will also be joining us at school banking next week to answer all your
questions and help with new account queries…
Time: 8.15am to 9.15am
th
Date: Wednesday, 13 March 2019
Location: P&C Room – School Banking / Uniform Shop
Please join us and find out more about the School Banking program and how your child can get involved.

KIND TO YOURSELF

If you are interested in opening a Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account for your child you can visit
commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click on the link to open a Youthsaver account. A School Banking
representative will be available at the Information Session to show you how you can do this. In order to verify
yourself and your child, you will need your driver’s licence and your child’s birth certificate, but if you don’t have
these with you on the day, you can complete verification online at home.
School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way for young Australians to learn about money and develop
good savings habits. Children who deposit money into their Youthsaver account through School Banking earn
Dollarmites tokens, which they can save up and redeem for exciting rewards .

The rewards available during 2019 are:
 Scented Stackable Highlighters
 Snowy Origami Set
 Icicle Slapband Ruler
 Yeti Fluffy Notepad
 Arctic Owl Fluffy Keyring
 Scratch Art Cards
 Water Skimming Bounce Ball
 Polar Pencils & Pencil Toppers

School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school receives a Regular Savers Contribution of
$5 for every 10 deposits processed per student as well as an Annual Contribution which is based on the number
of students who made at least one School Banking deposit in the prior year.
Thanks to all our School Bankers – we love seeing you every Wednesday morning at School Banking!!
Happy Saving!
Liz & Chey
Beckenham Primary School Banking Co-ordinators

HELPING HANDS BECKENHAM
Woohoo!!!: On 21st of February the
coordinator (Shivaya Saggar) awarded
2018 Annual Excellence Award by our
esteemed organization. The award was
given by our General Manager, State
Manager, Senior Regional Operations
Manager and our Regional Operations
Manager during WA’s Coordinator
Meeting. The organization has donated
$1000 to the Starlight Children’s
Foundation. The coordinator has also
received
$500
Celebrating
the
Success, prize money.

Thank you so much everyone for your
ongoing
support
and
giving
us
opportunity to look after your beautiful
children!!!
I would also like to say Huge Thanks to
the entire team of Beckenham school
for their tremendous support and
allowing us to participate in school and
P&C’s events.
Citizen of the Year Awards:
Helping Hands Beckenham also got
nominated in the Australia Day WA
Community Citizen of the Year Awards,
in recognition of our support for people
within the local community.

Children’s Play Experiences:
Some of the children learnt about Aboriginal symbols last week. Baxter was one of them. He
was involved in this learning so deeply and made his own map of his travels using the symbols he
had learnt. Children also went to the school to see the beautiful art work displayed in the
corridors.
Children competed against their friends and educators in drawing competition. They drew a
landscape following the instructions of an educator. They all exhibited their artistic skills
really well and enjoyed watching each other’s work. Aedrian won the drawing competition. We
also did lots of arts and craft activities spontaneous and structured. We performed safety
drills, lockdown and fire drills to educate children about safety measures. There was a huge
variety of outdoor and indoor games.

Our Next Project: Kitchen Garden: As we follow sustainability embedded program to
educate children numerous ways to look after our environment and being responsible citizens.
Therefore, we will be starting work on our kitchen garden soon.

For booking details or any other information please contact the coordinator Shivaya
Saggar on 0478 398 270 or email beckenham@helpinghandsnetwork.com.au

