Beckenham Primary School
386 Railway Parade
Beckenham 6107
9278 3700

Term 3 Week 7 2020

Dear Parents/Guardians
Staff Update
Mr John Gillett is currently on leave. He will remain on leave for the remainder of
the week. In his absence, you can direct any matters that John would normally
address to myself. In his absence, Mr Fletcher and Mrs Hantke have been assisting in the office.
Faction Carnival
The annual Faction Carnival is planned for this Friday 4 th September. The weather
is predicted to be fine on Thursday and Friday. We are hoping that the rain can
stay away so that the track is not wet and soggy. As this is an open aired event,
we are going to welcome the parent community onto the school grounds. We do
however ask, that if you are unwell in any way (high temperature, coughing or
sneezing) that you do not attend. We ask that you keep a safe distance from other
families. The P&C will have sausage sizzles available on the day if you forgot to
order by the due date. They will also be selling soup and cupcakes.
Neatagear have made Faction coloured bandanas and scrunchies. These can be
purchased by making a gold coin donation in the office in the mornings and in the
Uniform Shop on Friday morning (8:30am – 9:30am) prior to the carnival. All proceeds will go to the P&C Association. We look forward to seeing you on the day.
Year 6 Graduation & Adventure Week 2020
Thank you for the prompt returning of permission slips, and in many cases payment of the deposit or full amount for the Year 6 Graduation and Adventure Week.
Please keep in mind that the $40 deposit is due by Friday, 18th September 2020
(Term 3, Week 9) and the total amount paid for by Friday, 27th November 2020
(Term 4, Week 7). Payments can be made in instalments at the front office.
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Swimming Lessons
Swimming lessons start very soon. (Monday 14th September) A reminder to parents; please clearly label items of clothing with a ‘name’. If you or your child/ren
are looking for lost clothing items, you can look in the box located outside the staff
lounge. Students are permitted to wear thongs between school and the pool but
must have enclosed footwear to play. Unfortunately, due to COVID restrictions
parents are asked not to attend the swimming pool. Your support in this area will
be greatly appreciated.
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Playground Safety

For reasons of safety, students should not be playing in the undercover play area
(near the oval) or junior playground at the end of the school day unless they are
supervised by a parent. Play is not permitted at all in the morning, in any area,
prior to the school day commencing. All students not being supervised by a parent
are expected to be in the undercover area, where they are supervised by an administrator until 8:30am. At 8:30am students are released to class teachers. It is
our expectation of students at the end of the day that leave the school grounds. If
they are being collected in the Kiss and Ride area they should be waiting outside
the office. The other areas of the school are not supervised in the afternoon. It is
recommended that if parents want their children to play that they take advantage
of the local play spaces provided by the City of Gosnells at Mills Park or on
Streatham Street. The ‘fort’ in the junior playground has been taped off with danger tape. No student should be playing in this area at any time. Please do not allow your child/ren to play on it. It is taped off as there is a risk of injury to users.
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Student Update Forms
The school recently sent home student update forms. If you haven’t already, please return the form providing details of any changes that need to be made to your contact details. If you have changed your address, telephone
number, email address, living arrangements, medical information, then please let us know via the update form. If
you have not completed the form and returned it yet, please do so as soon as possible. Your support with ensuring that correct information in our schools system is greatly appreciated, particularly when we need to contact you
in an emergency situation.
Construction Works - Railway Parade
We have received notification that the City of Gosnells has allocated funds to commence preliminary
construction on Railway Parade for shared path. The initial construction works are scheduled to take place
during September and October. The work at this stage will include the removal of kerbing on the rail side of
Railway Parade. The Engineer says that there will be minimal impact to residents, however the City of Gosnells
is keen to keep us informed of the works. If you have any queries or concerns about the works you can contact
the Supervisor Engineering Construction on the following telephone number (9492 0112).
Attendance Matters
At Beckenham Primary School we want your children to do their very best. To get the best education, they need to
come to school every day. We know that some children may need extra encouragement to go to school regularly.
By working together, our school community can address some of the reasons why your child may not want to go
to school.
When a student’s attendance falls below 90% or is identified as a concern, the Student Attendance policy and
procedures requires the school to investigate the reasons for a student’s absence, discuss with parents and
Implement strategies for improvement that are linked to the causes of absence. We now have an Attendance Policy which will outline what we do in regards to attendance. I look forward to making it publicly available on our
school’s website.
Parents should let the teacher or office know that your child/ren will be absent from school and the reason why as
soon as possible. You can send us a text to explain the absence using this number: 0409 687 220.
Having information about why a child is missing school helps us plan for their return to school and to work out
whether we can provide any further help to you. For further information or support please contact Jo Harper
on 92783700.
What time is your child arriving at school?
We ask that your child/ren not arrive to school too early. In this weather we have seen too many students
arriving and having to sit in the undercover area. It is still very cold and there is no heating or cooling
available. Where possible, could you please drop students off just prior to the classroom opening at 8:30am.
We understand that there are times when this might not be possible but your support with this matter would
be greatly appreciated. When arriving between 8 and 8:30am, students are supervised by an administrator.
Spelling Mastery
At Beckenham, we teach students spelling using a direct instruction program called Spelling Mastery. The whole
school program starts first thing each morning at 8:50am. This is the best time to run the program without disrupting specialist programs. The session runs for twenty five minutes, Monday to Thursday.
If your child/ren are late to school each day, it impacts on the student and the program. They miss out on
vital concepts being taught in the program that are transferable to other aspects of literacy.
Our results in previous years have shown that the program is very successful at improving student’s Spelling and
Writing results. Please ensure that your child/children are at school by 8:50am each morning so they don’t miss
out on SPELLING MASTERY.
If you haven’t yet paid for your child/ren’s Spelling Mastery book, you can make payment at the school office. The
cost for the year 1 book is $21.95 and the Year 2 – 6’s is $26.95.

Kind Regards
Joanne Harper
PRINCIPAL

Bullying Information
Approximately one in four Year 4 to Year 9 Australian students (27%) reported being bullied every few weeks or
more often (considered to be frequent) in a national study in 2009.
Frequent school bullying was highest among Year 5 (32%) and Year 8 (29%) students.
83% of students who bully others online also bully others in person.
84% of students who were bullied online were also bullied in person.
Peers are present as onlookers in 85% of bullying interactions, and play a central role in the bullying process.
HOT Bullying
Comes from the term ‘Heat of the Moment.’ This occurs when someone suddenly gets mad and does something
mean but it is a one-off incident. It’s a serious thing– maybe a fight, a display of intimidation or some horrible,
mean words that are said—but is over quickly. It’s the kind of thing that you need a strategy for in the moment but
not long term.
On-Sight bullying
This is when someone bullies you whenever they see you. They don’t seek you out, they just bully everyone
around them so when you bump into them you become a possible target. It might be every time you bump into
them when you go to a certain part of the school eg out the front waiting to get picked up from school.
Billycart bullying
This type of bullying is when teasing goes on for weeks or months. It’s called billycart bullying because it is the
kind of bullying that, like a billycart, someone starts pushing but it stops when people are tired of it. It’s very real
and common amongst girls. Its intense at the time but fades until it stops completely and then everyone is friends
again. They even pretend the situation never happened.
Concrete bullying
This type of bullying is when it is permanently set into your life and happens daily. It is long term and there isn’t an
indication that it is going to stop. It is constant and can involve someone stealing your things, emails insulting you,
abuse, intimidation, rumours. Unlike on-sight bullying, concrete bullying is an everyday thing and often the bully is
looking for you.
Strategic Bullying
This type is very intense. It is when the bully has made very clear decisions to take friends and other supportive
people away from you, so you are feeling like you have no one on your side. The bully keeps things going by inventing more lies, gossiping or creating public anger to keep you feeling sad. Strategic bullying is very manipulative. The bully works out what is important to you and gets to those situations or people first. They give you no
break from the bullying, involving as much of your life as they can. There focus is to destroy you.
Having an understanding of these categories can help to explain to others what is going on.
You can ask a child:
Where is the bullying happening?
Home/School/in public
What are they doing?
Physical/mental/social/sexual
What bullying style?
HOT/On sight/billycart/concrete/strategic

Further information about bullying can be found on the bullying no way website. https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/
ForKids/WhatCanIDo/ImBeingBullied

DATES TO REMEMBER
School Banking

Every Wednesday 8.15am - 9.00am

Uniform Shop

Every Friday 8.30am - 9.00am

Swimming

Week 9 & 10 14th – 25th September
NO MORE PAYMENTS ACCEPTED

Assembly

Rooms 15 & 16 Friday 11th September

School Board
Meeting

Thursday 10th September @ 3.30pm

HONOUR CERTIFICATE RECIPIENTS
ECUA

IMAANI SAMIDON & TANZEELA ASRUL

ECUC
KWAMBAI
ROOM 1

LILY ROBERTS HOLDER & DYLAN KWAMBAI

ROOM 2

JESSE MUNRO & LOUIS MAGSINO

ROOM 3

VIVI HE & DOREEN HARDING

ROOM 4

ALEXIS KING, FARRDIN YUNUS & ERICK KALIA

ROOM 5

LAITHE SULLIVAN & LIAM BYRNE

ROOM 6

SAIRA SEDHAI & SEBASTIAN GUINTO

ROOM 7

KAYLA TIRTADJAJA

ROOM 8

JASMINE LAWSON & SHRAAVAN SHIJU

ROOM 11

MATTHEW MIDOLO& CHELSEA SIMONS

ROOM 12

AIDEN NESTORIDIS & JULIA

ROOM 13

TIMOTHY A LONE & RHIANNON VERNEDE

ROOM 14

ELIZABETH JOHNSON & JACKSON MESSENGER

ROOM 15

SHAQHIRA ALAMSYAH & ROPENE GALVIN

ROOM 16

KWAME AFARI & ALANNAH HOOKHAM

ARI ROBINSON, ALEIGHA OGILVIE & JESSE VAN ROOY

FACTION CAPTAINS & VICE CAPTAINS
RED FACTION
GREEN FACTION
BLUE FACTION
GOLD FACTION

CAPTAINS

VICE CAPTAINS

Hannah Lee Evans

Aiesha De Oliveira

Sonam Wangyel

Levi Stewart

Jing Tian Zhen

Chelsea Simons

Brayden Nu

Zeth Hanley

Thommy Hookham

Amma Afari

Nacim Sene

Prathyush Gopalakrishnan

Darna Brindley-Hicks

Chun Wong

Lebron Yarran

Patricia Alone

Congratulations to the above students for competing for the opportunity to
be Captain and Vice-Captains. The students had to write an essay on why
they would make a good captain. Well done everyone!

OCTOBER VACSWIM
Enrolments opened Wednesday 22 July 2020.

Armadale Fitness and Aquatic Centre is pleased to be a host Centre
for VacSwim this October school holidays. The program is run by the
Department of Education.
VacSwim offers affordable swimming lessons across the state, giving
children the opportunity to learn to swim in a safe and enjoyable environment.
Program Dates:

29 September to 9 October 2020

For more information or to enrol please visit
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/enrolling-in-vacswim

Telephone 9402 6412 or email vacswim@education.wa.edu.au

HELPING HANDS BECKENHAM
National Science Week: The last fortnight we spent time learning a lot about marine life
to celebrate National Science Week. The children learnt about sea creatures and did a variety
of hands-on and passive activities to achieve this teaching and learning concept. We dedicated
an area entirely to science to display children’s work. The children were so proud of their creations which were mostly made from re-cycled materials. Every session they would make something to add into the under the sea area. Portia and Verona were so exhilarated when their
mum Melissa came to collect them, and both sisters proudly showed her their meaningful artwork and overall contribution in this science project.
Last week on Friday, the children got an opportunity to feed birds on school grounds with the
help of Sharon. Each child followed the instructions and fed the pigeons very gently. They took
turns so that they did not frighten the birds. THANK YOU SO MUCH Sharon for letting children
feed the birds.
Educator’s Day: On 2nd September, we celebrated Early Childhood
Educator’s Day. we received some lovely messages and treats from
families. Both of us (Shivaya and Denise) would like to say a
MASSIVE THANKS to all beautiful parents who give us a chance to
work with their gorgeous children. We are also very proud of their
ongoing support and the positive feedback we receive from parents
and children.
Vacation Care Program: The program for vacation care is out.
Positions are filling up fast. If you are looking for care during the
school holidays please enrol your child as soon as possible. For
more information, please contact the coordinator on 0478398270.

