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Principal’s Message 

I am pleased to present the 2020 Annual School Report. The purpose of this report is to 

highlight the school’s achievements and events over the past 12 months.  

The impact of Covid 19 was significant and world-wide, disrupting the travel plans and work 

arrangements of many people. At one stage, Western Australian schools were closed causing 

further disruptions. In a very short time frame, teachers and education assistants here at 

Beckenham prepared and distributed learning materials for our students to use as they worked 

from home. I am very proud of the efforts made by all staff and thank parents for their support 

and understanding during this most difficult of times. Of course our attendance data was 

adversely effected as many students were away for a significant period of time. It is for this 

reason that our attendance data is not published in this report. 

Another casualty of Covid 19 was the National Assessment Plan Literacy and Numeracy 

(NAPLAN). The testing of Year 3, 5, 7 & 9 students was cancelled and therefore, no data is 

available for publication in this report.  

Notable outcomes at Beckenham last year included: 

 The completion of the 2020 – 2022 School Business Plan which was subsequently 

endorsed by the School Board; 

 Our School Review with the next one being due in 2023; 

 Preparation and distribution of learning packages for students including, in some cases, 

provision of online materials; 

 Completion of the staff, student and parent survey. 

The school’s Business Plan is available on our website along with our School Review Report. 

This report will also be published on our website as well as on the Department’s Schools Online 

facility. 

The Beckenham Parents and Citizens Association provided the school with excellent support 

over the past year. Several fundraising ventures proved to be quite profitable and the school is 

currently working with the P&C to identify how these funds will be expended.   

I extend my thanks to Mrs Joanne Harper who took over as Principal while I was on leave late in 

term three until the end of the year. In particular, I commend Joanne for her preparation for and 

leadership of, the School Review which was undertaken late in term four.  

The teachers, education assistants and office staff here at Beckenham all work tirelessly for our 

students and I am always impressed by the extra lengths they will go to assist our children. Of 

course, parents are a large part of our school community and the support they give to our 

school in a variety of ways is tremendous.  

Thank you everyone.  

 

John Gillett 

Principal  



 

 

Progress against the 2020-2022  

Business Plan  

Success for all Students  

Direct Instruction  

Teachers are becoming more familiar and experienced with aspects of the direct instruction 

teaching approach. This has been evidenced through classroom observations and discussions. 

Teachers are building their confidence and expertise as well as sharing support materials with 

each other. The Spelling Mastery program is continuing and in 2021 will be supplemented with 

the Heggerty phonological program to support students who are having difficulty progressing 

past the base level.   

Specialist Programs 

The school continues to offer Art, Physical Education, Science, Mandarin (Chinese) and the 

Kitchen Garden as specialist subjects. In 2020 the school trialled drama with some classes and 

in 2021, a music / choreography program will be trialled from the commencement of term two. 

Feedback will be sought via the school community by way of a survey to gauge support for the 

programs the school is offering as well. Parents and students will also be asked about other 

programs they would like to see offered.  

Positive Learning Environment  

The Beckenham Best program continued to operate in 2020. This program highlights the six 

‘kinds’ we want our students to be. These kinds are; 

 Being the learning kind 

 Being kind to the environment 

 Being the achieving kind  

 Being kind to yourself 

 Being kind to the community kind 

 Being kind to others. 

In 2021 more emphasis will be put on explicitly and describing what each of the values mean 

through whole school focus at for example, assemblies.  The ‘Aussie of the Month’ program will 

also be reintroduced in the school.  

The rewards and incentives offered to students are many with the reward ‘Mega Plays’ offered 

each five weeks being very popular.  

ICT Usage  

A computer bank is available in the library with 30 desktop computers connected to the network. 

There are also trollies of ipads available as well as being stored in several classrooms around 

the school. As older interactive whiteboard in classrooms come to the end of their lifespans, 

they are being replaced with digital screens. An interactive screen will be trialled in 2021. There 

are also programmable robots available for use as well as a 3D printer.  



 

 

Quality Teaching  

Instructional Strategies 

During 2020 classroom observations were undertaken by the administration team. Primarily, 

these observations focused on the implementation of literacy and numeracy blocks. The 

purpose of the observations being to ensure that a consistent approach was being taken across 

the school. This assisted in identifying areas which required further support in terms of 

professional learning. Informal walkthroughs were also undertaken to give feedback to teachers 

about classroom presentation and environment.  

Teachers engaged in ‘Teaching Sprints’. This is a program developed by Simon Breakspear 

and involves teachers identifying an area of their practice for improvement. They then test out 

new approaches in short cycles of teaching finishing with a review to judge how effective the 

tested approach has been.  

With writing being an area identified for targeted improvement, all teaching staff will be engaging 

in the Talk for Writing professional learning program at the end of term one, 2021.  

Effective Leadership 

Curriculum 

During 2020 teachers continued to be involved in leading various curriculum areas. This 

included representing the school on the MadCan literacy and numeracy networks.   

Various curriculum committees in operation have allowed for teacher input into decision making 

and whole school planning. While some curriculum areas do not have committees, they are 

nevertheless run by teachers. These include; Art, Science, HASS and ICT. The numeracy and 

literacy committees are led by the Associate Principal and Deputy Principal respectively.   

The extract below is from the School Review. 

 



 

 

Professional Learning  

Phase of Learning teams have been established and are organised into Kindy & Pre Primary, 

Years 1& 2, Years 3 & 4, and Years 5 & 6. These teams work collaboratively to plan and 

implement whole school initiatives. These include planning Teaching Sprints which is a strategy 

to focus on aspects of teaching practice to improve student learning.  

Partnerships 

The school has several partnerships with outside agencies. Curtin University volunteers provide 

support for the Breakfast Club and Support a Reader programs. In 2021 the volunteers will also 

be involved with the Cracking the Code literacy program in Kindergarten. The school offers pre-

service teacher placements to Curtin students when possible.   

The following extract is from the school review.

 

 

Survey 

The National School Survey was distributed to parents, teachers and students in 2020. A 

summary of the findings are included in this report.   

Strong Governance and Support 

 

Business Plan 

The Business Plan is monitored via the School Board as well as by teachers during 

Phase of Learning team meetings and other after hours meetings including staff 

meetings.  



 

 

Board Training 

There is an expectation that al Board members have either completed the face to face 

board training (when available) or the online modules. All Board members are now 

required to have completed a criminal screening check and to have a working with 

children card.  

Parents and Citizens Association 

The school’s Parents and Citizens association continued to strongly support the school 

in 2020. Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions some of their planned events did not go 

ahead. The P&C works in collaboration with the school to identify and raise monies for 

suitable projects.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

National Opinion Surveys  

2020 

Student Survey  

There were 87 respondents to the student survey. The average score for all items was 

4.3 on the 5-point scale shown below. The highest ratings were for the items ‘My 

teacher expects me to do my best’ (4.7) and ‘My teachers are good teachers’ (4.6). The 

two lowest rated items were ‘Student behaviour is well managed at my school’ (3.9) and 

‘My school takes students’ opinions seriously (3.8). 

 

The average score for all items in 2018 was 3.9 compared to 4.3 in 2020.  



 

 

 

Staff Survey  

There were 18 respondents to the staff survey. The average score for all items was 4.2 

on the 5-point scale shown below. The highest ratings were for the items ‘Teachers at 

this school are good teachers’ (4.7) and ‘Teachers at this school care about their 

students’ (4.7). The two lowest rated items were ‘This school is well maintained’ (3.4) 

and ‘This school takes staff opinions seriously’ (3.7). 

 

 

The average score for all items in 2018 was 3-9 compared to 4.2 in 2020. 



 

 

Parent Survey  

There were 56 respondents to the parent survey. The average score for all items was 

4.1 on the 5-point scale shown below. The highest ratings were for the items ‘My child 

likes being at this school’ (4.5) and ‘My child’s teachers are good teachers (4.4). The 

two lowest rated items were ‘The teachers at this school provide my child with useful 

feedback’ (3.8) and ‘This school takes parents’ opinions seriously’ (3.8). 

 

 

 

 

The average score for all items in 2018 was 3.9 compared with 4.1 in 2020. 



 

 

Student Progress and Achievement  

2020 

Due to COVID 19 causing the cancellation of NAPLAN testing in 2020, other data is 

presented here to give an overview of student achievement.  

Writing  

The school has been using the Brightpath assessment tool to analyse student writing for 

several years. The below graph shows the average score for the year fives in 2018, 

2019 and 2020. The dotted trendline shows a downward trajectory. Similarly, past 

NAPLAN data demonstrates that there has been little improvement in Year 5 writing 

over several years.  This has prompted the school to look at different programs to 

engage with that will enhance student learning in this area. In first term 2021, staff will 

be engaging with the Talk for Writing program which will be implemented across the 

school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Semester 2, 63% of Year 5 students received a C grade or below in writing. 
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Spelling 

The Spelling Mastery direct instruction program has been in operation for several years. 

In the last three years of recorded NAPLAN results (there was no testing in 2020), five 

out of the six Year 3 & 5 cohorts have recorded above expected results. This means 

that the result was more than one standard deviation above the predicted school mean.  

The program involves cross setting students into ability rather than year level groups. 

Since the inception of the program there has been a slight increase in the number of 

students participating in the top levels. It has also been noticed that there are less 

students from senior grades in the lower levels.  In 2021 students who have been 

identified as not progressing in lower levels will be placed into an intervention group 

using specific resources designed to improve phonological and phonemic awareness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Specialist Subject Reports 2020 

Art 

Teacher: Kate Driscoll 

The Visual Art program was fairly disrupted in 2020. This was due to both COVID 19 

and being on leave for a term meaning the usual program did not run. Despite this, by 

the end of 2020, our students did complete artworks covering skills and processes such 

as drawing, painting, printmaking, textiles, ceramics, photography, digital art, collage 

and sculpture. They were also given many opportunities to respond to the artwork of 

renowned artists and more contemporary, local artists.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year began with a focus on contemporary Australian artists, with each class 

introduced to a different artist as inspiration. By the middle of March only a couple of 

classes had completed their first project before we were confronted with the COVID 

crisis. A highlight of these first weeks was our Year 1/2 class creating artwork based on 

the work of Queensland artist, Tracey Keller. The artist saw pictures of our students’ 

work and sent each child a fabulous cushion cover as congratulations.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Our Year 5 students began work on their sewing project for the Global Sew a Softie 

project which would have eventuated in pictures of their work appearing in an online 

exhibition put together by the Children’s Museum of the Arts in New York. Unfortunately, 

this was also cancelled, though the Year 5s did complete their Pete Cromer inspired 

stuffed toys during Term 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making connections with artists is possible via my Art Teacher Life Facebook and 

Instagram. I often make contact with the artists we are studying and post photos of our 

students’ work. Many artists make comments and give encouragement, which has given 

greater meaning to, and appreciation of, the artwork they have produced. When 

responding to an artist’s work we write a list of what we wonder about the style, 

technique, subject matter, etc. and we are able to send the artist our questions and 

receive their answers. This connection and communication greatly adds to our art 

experiences.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Term 3, I presented a workshop on integrating visual art with literacy and numeracy 

to teachers in our district which was very productive and rewarding. I also welcome art 

teachers to observe my teaching on a regular basis. 



 

 

We are fortunate to have developed a partnership with Barking Gecko Theatre 

Company and are currently taking part in a 3-year program which gives our students 

free excursions to productions. At the end of 2020, we also participated in an art project 

Barking Gecko were running to coincide with the 2021 Perth International Arts Festival. 

Our students designed and created little houses to be displayed in conjunction with the 

production, House. We also received a free excursion to see this play in 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year 6 students continued with what is a fairly new tradition of creating Graduation 

self-portraits which create a backdrop for their Graduation ceremony. 

While 2020 was not the most productive year, the Art program at Beckenham has 

continued to be a vibrant and fulfilling experience for our students with the aim of not 

only teaching students the required knowledge, skills and processes as stated in the 

curriculum, but also to open their eyes to the world around them and teach them to 

appreciate and respond to what they see. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

Specialist Subject Reports 2020 

Science 

Teacher: Yvonne Hunt  

2020 Beckenham Primary Solar Car Challenge  

In 2020 we did not run the Beckenham Solar Challenge. We had intended to have a go 

in term four. However due to COVID lock down and the impact this had on class time, it 

was decided to cover Chemistry and Biology without any interruptions. 

National Science Week 2020 Whole School visit to SciTech 

The whole school from Pre-primary to year 6 went to SciTech.  

The school was divided into two and went on either Thursday 20th or Friday 21st August. 

SciTech made a timetable of events for each class to follow.  

The students had: 

 free play in the general area 

 planetarium shows. 

 a show on alternative energy sources. 

 time in the main exhibit. 
 

SciTech allowing parent helpers to go free meant that all students were well supervised, 

and each adult was able to interact and enjoy the exhibits with the students. 

Assessment and Reporting 

This year all strands of science were taught.  

Term 1 was disrupted with the first lockdown. I designed some ‘Science lessons at 

home’ that were safe and hands on. Parents collected the work in the class packages. 

The work that was completed under supervision of the parents was generally well done. 

However, most students did not complete their tasks. 

Term 2 saw most students back by weeks 2 and 3. A decision was made by the 

Department of Education for schools not to report on science for Semester 1. 

I continued to be a part of the Science Curriculum Assessment Tasks (SCATS) team 

which has developed a digital assessment tool to be used by primary schools to create 

a consistent standard of marking. 

In March the assessment tool was launched at the Science Teachers of WA (STAWA) 

office. About 11 schools were represented by their administrators or science teachers. 

 



 

 

This was the second year that I was able to use the Science Assessment and 

Recording Tracker. Although we had glitches and couldn’t roll over it did give me good 

practise and experience using it. 

I assessed all students that attended school on all 4 SIS tasks and recorded them in the 

Tracker.  

After Term 1, I printed out the graphs showing the student grades. The graphs clearly 

show how each class is going. In order to improve class grades, I had to go back to the 

tracker and look at the grades for each of the skills in the assessment tasks and choose 

one or two skills that I could improve students learning and eventually the grade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Specialist Subject Reports 2020 

Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden  

Teacher: Charlotte Soraine   

The major highlight for 2020 was our participation in the Dairy Australia Picasso Cow 

Competition. This was a terms work based around dairy industry production from farm 

to fridge. We worked hard on our designs and many classes painted the cow creating a 

second-place winner.  

In March we hatched 12 chicks and the children got the opportunity to learn about the 

life cycle of chickens and the production of eggs. Four new chickens were added to our 

school coop producing eggs for the cooking program.  

We also learnt about using Australian native produce or Bush Tucker in our cooking. 

We designed recipes using Bush Tucker in dampers, pasta and even pasta sauces. 

 We entered the ‘Thank a Farmer Scarecrow Competition’ and now have the scarecrow 

back decorating the garden.  

The Food Bank’s ‘Food Sensations’ incursion was enjoyed by two classes, while the 

year 1-6 classes participated in the Cleanaway incursions during the year. These 

incursions taught the students about waste management and recycling. 

We grew, harvested, cooked and shared many of the fruits and vegetables we produce 

in the kitchen garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Specialist Subject Reports 2020 

Physical Education and Sport 

Teacher: Coral Perhavec 

Due to the Covid – 19 restrictions put in place from March by the Western Australian 

Government and the Department of Education, a lot of the interschool activities we 

usually participate in were cancelled. Later in the year there were certain restrictions at 

some events. 

 

Summer Carnival & Winter Carnival 

In first term our Interschool Summer Carnival was cancelled due to the Covid-19 rules 

and regulations for schools.  

Our Winter Carnival in second term was also cancelled for the same reason. 

 

Sporting Schools 

Sporting Schools is a Commonwealth funded incentive to help schools purchase extra 

sports equipment and to have sporting associations and clubs come to the school.  

Before the Covid hit Australia I received funding to buy some table tennis tables for the 

school. I bought an expensive outdoor table that is outside the science lab for Year 6 

students. I also bought another three table tennis tables that are on wheels for the rest 

of the school to use in PE time along with table tennis paddles and balls. 

 

 New Table Tennis Table 

 

Later in the year I applied for more funding and it was used to buy some more 

basketballs and basketball goals. I also managed to get some basketball coaches out to 

the school to run some clinics The money was also used it to get a golf coach out to run 

some clinics with the Year 4 students. 



 

 

 Students Playing Golf 

 

ABC Fit Test 

The ABC Fit Test is a test for fitness and endurance that was run twice in 2020 from 

year one to year six. The students performed a set fitness routine to music over twelve 

minutes. Most of the students enjoyed doing this activity and tried to beat their previous 

score. A lot of the students sang along to the songs that were played and had a good 

time. I have been running this activity for several years now and have noticed that it is 

not as stressful as the beep test.  

 

Fundamental Movement Skills 

Fundamental movement skills were assessed throughout the year to gauge the 

students’ coordination and agility levels. They were assessed in game situations and in 

‘Playstations’ where they all rotated to different activities. Over the years the 

fundamental movement skills of students in general has deteriorated which is very 

disappointing. Families seem more inclined to stay at home and play computer games 

instead of joining the local sporting clubs. This is evidenced from the informal surveys 

that I conduct with the students to see how they spend their weekends; their after 

school activities and if they are in a sporting club. 

 

  
Playing a game using Fundamental Movement Skills 



 

 

 

Government funding is available to assist families on a low income to pay for 

registration fees and equipment for their children to join a sporting club. Any families 

interested can apply online for KidSport at www.dsr.wa.gov.au/kidsport 

 

Interschool Cross Country Carnival 

The Interschool Cross Country Carnival was held early in 3rd term and because of the 

Covid rules parents were advised not to attend. Beckenham had some star runners. All 

of the students were extremely well behaved and enjoyed their race even though they 

were exhausted afterwards. 

 

School Faction Athletics 

Gold Faction won the Faction Athletics Carnival again in 2020 with Blue Faction winning 

the handicap shield. Our Faction Captains and Vice Captains were terrific helpers on 

the day. There is always a good turn up on the day of parents coming to watch their 

children race and do the tabloid events.  

 

Interschool Athletics Carnival 

The Interschool Athletics Carnival was in October. The Year 4 - 6 champions from our 

Faction Athletics Carnival attended. We competed in long jump, ball throw for distance, 

400 metres, 200 metres, 100 metres, 80 metres, relays, leaderball and passball. 

Beckenham came fourth for the championship shield and third for the handicap shield. 

 

Swimming Lessons 

The swimming lessons were held in September and approximately 85% of students 

attended. The swimming lessons are paid for by the Department of Education pays with 

students paying for bus fare and pool entry. 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Specialist Subject Reports 2020 

Chinese (Mandarin)  

Teacher: Sue Tiao  

 

In Term 1, the school invited the YaoLin Kung Fu Association to perform the Chinese 

Lion Dance in celebration of the Lunar New Year. Students enjoyed the vibrant dance 

performed by the colourful and energetic lions, accompanied with rhythmic drumming. 

The Year 3,4 and 5 students also entered the Annual Inter-School Year of the Rat 

Poster Competition to show off their talented designs. 

During Term 2 and 3, some of the planned excursions were interrupted due to COVID 

however this did not stop some of our enthusiastic students participating in the events. 

Two of our Year 5 students participated in the State Speaking Competition via Zoom. It 

was a different experience speaking to the screen with no audience. Some of the Year 

3,4 and 5 students participated in the State Writing Competition. They had to create a 

short piece of writing using Chinese characters to share something about themselves.  

The year wrapped up with the Year 4 students participating in a language experience 

excursion where they had to use Mandarin to purchase a drink from the Utopia bubble 

tea store in Cannington. The shop owner was very impressed with how well the 

students spoke and their beautiful manners by using ‘qing’ (please) and ‘xiexie’ (thank 

you). 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Student Numbers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Destination Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Staff Numbers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Financial Information 

As at December 3rd 2020 

 


