Beckenham Primary School
386 Railway Parade
BECKENHAM WA 6107
9278 3700
Dear Parents/Carers

Week 1 Term 2 2022

Welcome to a new school term
Welcome to the new term. I wish to acknowledge the departure of Mr John Gillett,
who has led the Beckenham Primary School community since 2013. John successfully applied for a Principal position at Beeliar Primary School. He regrets that
he was unable to inform you all personally of his departure, however his appointment to the new school was not confirmed until the second week of the holidays.
During his time as school leader, we have seen our school grow academically and
socially. Last year, the school received an academic excellence award because of
the improvement in our students NAPLAN results.
As most parents/carers would be aware, it is not the first time that I have assumed
the responsibilities of Principal. I was in the position from Term 4, 2018 through to
the end of 2019. I was also Principal again during 2020, leading the school’s review processes. I come to the position with knowledge of the school and its local
community. I lived locally for 10 years and have been a staff member, in a variety
of roles for almost 15 years. I started my education life as a secondary school
teacher of Home Economics and Health. I spent 7 years as a curriculum writer and
another 7 years as a curriculum consultant, supporting classroom teachers in the
Fremantle - Peel area to understand outcomes based curriculum. At the end of
that period, I landed here at Beckenham Primary School. During my time here, I
have been a classroom teacher in different year levels and Deputy Principal. The
thing that I am most proud of, is the establishment of the kitchen garden program. I
planned the renovation of the old library (was to be demolished) turning it into an
amazing kitchen space for students to learn to cook and share food from the
school’s vegetable garden. Other schools in the area envy this special program. I
look forward to leading an amazing teaching and non-teaching staff who come to
work every day committed to making every day at school count for each and every
student.
We welcome new families to our school community and hope you enjoy your time
with us. If you have any questions regarding school operations please drop by the
office and have a chat.
Staff changes
As a result of my move to Principal, Mr Dayle Fletcher, will take over my duties as
Deputy Principal. I wish him all the best in his new role. Mrs Amanda Henley, has
been appointed as the new classroom teacher in Room 13 for the remainder of the
year. Amanda comes to us with many years experience as a classroom teacher, in
remote and hard to staff schools. Her most recent appointment being Bullsbrook
College. We warmly welcome her to our school and hope that she enjoys learning
and working with us.
Mrs Andrea Hantke will continue to work with the admin team on alternate Fridays
for the remainder of Term 2.
Mrs Shanti Wilbers has commenced her maternity leave and we all said farewell to
her last term. We wish Shanti and her family all the best for the upcoming birth.
Miss Stephanie Noble will replace Mrs Wilbers for the remainder of term, until Mrs
Hunt returns from her leave.
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I would also like to welcome, education assistants Lakini Fernando, Sherylee Tutt and Grace Huang who will work
in the pre-primary and junior year levels. One of our Special Needs Education Assistants, Miss Samantha Trigg, is
taking a period of leave for the next two terms. Sam will be replaced by Ms Kayliss Toh during this time.
We faced many challenges in Term 1 with the increase in Covid cases. Many of our families and staff have been
affected by Covid and this still remains the case. Changes in restrictions come into effect tonight and the impact of
these will be outlined in a letter to all parents/carers tomorrow. The restrictions and protocols that have been in
place have caused inconvenience and stress to many. I thank everyone for their support and understanding, particularly for keeping us informed when your child has been sick and or/isolating.
Since returning to school, we no longer need to contact parents in regards to close contacts. Parents should still
continue to inform the school if their child is Covid positive and when an isolation period ends. Parents should use
the text messaging number to inform us. The number is 0409 687 220.
Walk to School
On Friday 13th May (fingers crossed no rain) we will be hosting a walk safely to school event. Parents, teachers
and students will assemble at Mills Park (in the skate park area) from 7:45am. Everyone will start walking at
8:00am and make their way to school. On arrival we will have a healthy breakfast waiting. A gold coin donation
would be greatly appreciated for our sister school in Cambodia. I look forward to a sunny day and joining everyone for the walk and restrictions easing and being able to host our first whole school assembly in the very near
future.
Kind regards
Joanne Harper
PRINCIPAL

Walk to School Safely & Breakfast

FRIDAY 13 MAY 2022
Until they’re ten, children must always hold
adults hand when crossing the road.

an

Assemble at Mills Park: 7.45 am
Depart Mills Park: 8.00 am
reach Beckenham Primary
School: 8.15 am

A healthy breakfast will be offered to all participants. Kindly bring along a gold
coin donation for our sister school in Cambodia, Chambak Primary School.

CRUNCH & SIP

ANZAC DAY CEREMONY

Thanks to all the parents and students for the beautiful flowers donated for our ANZAC wreaths. A big
thanks to the mums and grandmothers who came and made the
lovely wreaths.
Mrs Padmini Saxena
SRC Co-ordinator

YARN BOMB
It was a lovely surprise to come back to school and see

one of our beautiful old flame trees yarn bombed!
Mrs Harper initiated the idea last year for NAIDOC week
and asked for helpers from our community. With the
theme of Rainbow Serpent, mums, grandmas and other
community members knitted segments. Mrs Harper
stitched them together. Melanie Hayter crocheted flowers
and ladybugs as well as the serpent.
Mrs Harper began the 'bombing' on the last day of term 1
and was watched by some of our pre primary students
who were so excited and asked lots of questions about
what she was doing. She still has pieces to add to this
fabulous installation!
Thank you for brightening up our playground in such an
arty way!!
Mrs Kate Driscoll

SPORTING EVENTS

