
 Beckenham Primary School 

386 Railway Parade 

BECKENHAM  WA  6107 

9278 3700 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

FRIDAY 20TH MAY FIRST 
FORMAL ASSEMBLY 
9AM UNDERCOVER  

AREA 

CONNECT WORKSHOP 

NAPLAN 

ASSEMBLY 

RAT TESTS 

COVID UPDATE 

SRC LUNCHEON 

PHONICS ASSESMENT 

WA PREMIERS READING 
CHALLENGE 

 

 

 

 
 

       Week 3 Term 2 2022 

 

 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

COVID UPDATE 

It is with regret that we have postponed the Walk Safely to School Event planned 

for tomorrow morning. (Friday 13th May) The reasons for this was the weather 

forecast was not looking favourable for the morning. We are also experiencing staff 

shortages at the moment with a couple of teachers being unwell with a flu or 

COVID. Being able to obtain relief staff to fill the absences is also proving to be a 

challenge. The school is expected to exhaust all possible local possibilities before 

looking to the department for solutions. This means staff either have to miss out on 

DOTT (Duties other than Teaching) and be paid back that time on an alternative 

day/time, when relief is available. It may also mean that a specialist teacher could 

be asked to take on a class teacher role for the day. There may also be times 

when a class of students may need to be distributed across other year level clas-

ses. At all times our priority is to maintain continuity of learning.  We have been 

supplied with additional air purifiers which have been allocated to classrooms. 

RAT Tests 

The school is expecting a delivery of Rapid Antigen Tests this week. 20 tests per 

family will be available. Unfortunately we are unable to distribute directly to stu-

dents a family member will need to come to the office and collect them. If there is 

some reason (eg you have COVID, can’t drive) you could nominate a family mem-

ber or friend to collect on your behalf . Your patience in distributing the tests would 

be appreciated as this will be an additional work load on office staff. If you need 

any RAT tests in the meantime, we have a small quantity still available. Please 

come into the office and request. 

WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 

I am looking forward to our first whole school assembly next Friday. This years 

elected Student Representatives will finally receive their badges. Parents are invit-

ed to attend the assembly. 

NAPLAN ASSESSMENTS 

The National Program—Literacy and Numeracy commenced this week. The Year 

3 and 5 students have completed their  Writing tests already. The Year 3’s continu-

ing to complete a paper test. Please ensure, where possible that if your child is in 

Year 3 or 5 that they attend school. We understand that with COVID, your child 

may become unwell or have flu like symptoms. In this case, you should keep your 

child at home. The school will provide catch up tests to ensure that as many stu-

dents sit the test as possible. The last possible day for catchup testing is Friday 

20th of May. 

CONNECT 

We are working hard to improve communication between school and home. As 

student reports have been sent home electronically via ‘Connect’ we are attempt-

ing to move towards using this ‘app’ in other ways. You will notice that we have 

been sending school news as snippets as Connect Notices. This will reduce the 

amount of information we include in the regular fortnightly school newsletter. Par-

ents are now also able to use Connect to send an email to explain their child/rens 

absence. Parents can continue to report student absence to the text message sys-

tem.  



To support parents we are offering forums. Mr Steve Davis will run the session which are designed to be hands 
on. You can bring along your device/phone and you will be supported to download the app and be shown how you 
can use it. Information will also be available in other languages should it be required. Your feedback in regards to 
the  way you receive information would be welcomed.  
You can email me directly joanne.harper@education.wa.edu.au.  

YEAR 1 PHONCIS ASSESSMENT ANNOUNCEMENT 

It was announced last week that from 2023 all schools will be required to have assessed student’s phonics 
knowledge and skills by the middle of Year 1 to evaluate basic code knowledge and alternative spelling patterns.  
At Beckenham PS we already have an established phonics program in place and ongoing assessments are em-
bedded within these.   
 

THE PREMIERS READING CHALLENGE 

This is an exciting initiative announced last week by the Premier. The challenge will 
run from Thursday 5 May to Friday 9 September and is open to all students from Kin-
dergarten to Year 10. 
They have some amazing prizes on offer. These include a family holiday for the win-
ner in each of the four-year group categories, are available for students who read the 
most books, as well as those who have shown a significant improvement in their read-
ing habits. Weekly prizes are also on offer. You can find out more about the reading 
challenge by going to the following website 
www.premiersreadingchallenge.wa.edu.au. 

 

Kind regards 

Joanne Harper 

PRINCIPAL  

SRC LUNCHEON 

Student Councillors and the Head Boy and Head Girl joined Mrs Harper and Mrs Saxena for lunch to celebrate 
their election to the SRC on Friday, 29

th
 April 2022. Mrs Harper thanked the students for hosting the ANZAC Day 

commemorative service. 



 

 

 

On 6th of May, we celebrated Mother’s Day at our service. The educators organised a picnic for the guests and chil-

dren. A delicious, healthy, and sumptuous afternoon tea was served 

to all of them followed by some exciting, competitive, and fun-filled 

activities. We, in fact, included I Spy campaign theme in it too and 

challenged mothers to find specific items and this activity was a mas-

sive success.  The mums and grandmas were super elated to have a 

go at other games too such as Draw my Face, Read Colour Not the 

Word (as fast as they could), Balloon Chase, Tug of War. All those 

games were a hit among them all as their feedback was very encour-

aging at the end of the day.  

This event was also attended by our RSM Amanda who supported us 

immensely and kept engaged with the families.  

 

 

Leading to this event, the children helped us baking special Mother’s Day cookies and preparing other resources 

needed for the event. Some of the girls enjoyed making the Photo Frame which was voluntarily used by families. 

At the end of the session, each family was given some chocolate cookies to take home.  

Overall, it was another successful community engagement project where everyone was happy and engaged. 

 

 

Are you interested in joining in on the fun at Helping Hands? New families can register by clicking here. Or pop by 

the service to meet our Coordinator Shivaya. Call us on 0478 398 270 Or email us at becken-

https://www.helpinghandsnetwork.com.au/register/

